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PROGRA M M E

9.30am - Opening welcome

Peter Edwards, your chair:  No Advocate: No Rights

Kate Mercer, your host:  Making it  better or part  of the problem?

11.15- 11.45 Comfort  break

10.15 - 11.15  Workshop #1
 1.1 The legal framework around end of life issues Tom Fletcher, Chris Hurlston,  Irwin Mitchell  

Tom and Chris will look at the legal framework and recent case law which concern end of life decisions.  This 
will include a focus on Do Not Attempt Resuscitation decisions, advance decisions to refuse treatement and 
the national guidelines on prolonged disorders of consciousness.

1.2 .The Human Rights Act : not  just  for lawyers Patrick Stoakes British Institute of Human Rights
 
The Human Rights Act is making a difference to people?s lives without them having to go anywhere near a 
court room. The British Institute of Human Rights will provide an overview of the Human Rights Act and how 
advocates can use the HRA in advocacy to secure change for the people that they work with, without the 
need for legal action. 

1.3 Advocacy and BAME communit ies, is it  making a difference?  Dr Jacqui Dyer MBE DHSC Mental 
Health Equalities Champion for England and NHSE Equalities Advisor  
The recent Mental Health Act Review has recommended culturally appropriate advocacy to address the over 
representation of Black and Minority Ethnic Communities in mental health services, disparities in 
experiences and outcomes. This recommendation has been accepted by Government. This workshop will 
look at the issues and explore what this means for advocacy practitioners.  

1.4 Thirty years of the Children Act  and the Convent ion of the Rights of the Child - whats 
changed for children? Carolyne Willow, Article 39 

Carolyne will lead a creative group exploration of what?s changed for children over the past 30 years in 
respect of their right to be heard ? across different service areas and society generally. Reviewing legislative 
and policy advances, together with national and local structures and spaces for children to express their 
views and have influence, the workshop will consider the vital role of advocacy services in bringing about 
cultural as well as individual change. 

1.5 Advocacy within SEND processes .  Jo Barnicoate   
Children and young people with education needs (and their families) have to navigate a complex system 
which can all too often feel stacked against them. Jo has been working as an advocate through SEND 
processes and would love to share her experience and tops tips about what works.  

1.6   Are you and your commissioner measuring anything useful? Dr Kevin Mercer Advocacy Data 
Intelligence 
We know that measuring the impact and quality of advocacy is hard - but it is doable! Kevin will share 
practical ideas to help you think about why you are capturing the data you currently capture, what to do with 
it once you have captured it and if there are better or more effective ways. 

11.45 - 12.45 - Workshop #2

2.1 Suppor t ed l iving placem ent s v care hom es for  younger  adult s, Jess Flanagan, 
Camille Ivinson   

Jess and Camille will look at different models of care for young people, with a particular focus on 
independent supported living and residential care models, and consider whether the tendency towards 
independent supported living is always in a young person's best interest.  Many local authorities rely on 
broad policies that suggest that residential care should be avoided for young people and Jess and Camille 
will examine what these policies say, when they should be challenged and how.

2.2  Work ing w it h lawyers: what  is involved in a challenge , Stephen Cardinal Irwin 
Mitchell

Stephen will explore how the Court of Protection works and how to bring cases.  He will also look at the 
role of lit igation friend and working with solicitors in the Court of Protection.

2.3 What  works when advocat ing w it h people who have fam il ies?   Hazel Griffiths,  

Hazel has lived experience of supporting her child through the mental health and care system. Her talk 
will explore family experiences of advocacy - including the challenges you experience as an advocate 
when working with families and how families can be important in helping advocates hear the voice of a 
person with autism, learning disability or both.  The workshop will also consider broader issues including 
the over medication of people, seclusion, restraint and reasonable adjustments.

2.4 The power  of  self  advocacy - are you an ally or  f ixer? Sam Clarke, CEO Learning 
Disability England 

Advocacy is an unique role and one that many feel privileged to involved in. To fully be on a persons side, 
to truly get their version of the world, to offer support to make their wishes and goals happen are things 
that can only take place in a trusted and safe space. Encouraging and nurturing self advocacy is an 
important feature of this safe space where the 'advocate' authentically invests in the relationship. But 
there are barriers to this: how can one person who holds different status or power, truly be on an equal 
footing? Can a non-disabled person ever really work alongside someone who has experienced stigma 
and discrimination? How can the professionally qualified advocate truly be a partner? How can an 
advocate, priviliged in their experience and knowledge, walk alongside the self advocate?    

2.5 Mind your  language Birmingham Children in Care Council:  

Young care experienced people will be leading this session as they ask professionals to think before they 
speak. We know language has power and advocates have an important part to play in ensuring children 
and young people can lead their own care in their own words.  

   

12.45 - 1.45 Lunch 
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3.1  Less is more? The future safeguards for liberty  Neil Allen  39 Essex Street and Univeristy of 
Manchester

This session will look at the amendments to the Mental Capacity Act 2005 which introduce the liberty protect ion 
safeguards. Ant icipated to come into force some t ime on or after 1 October 2020, we will consider the 
differences between the current and future schemes, and potent ial areas of concern and opportunity for 
professionals involved. 

3.2   Legal remedies where yp have been abused or exploited  Irwin Mitchell 

This workshop will look at the legal remedies open to young people who have suffered abuse or 
exploitation. The aim of the session is to enable advocates to support young people who may need legal 
advice in these circumstances. The workshop will focus on the available options under the civil law 

3.3 Advocat ing with Parents & Carers , Gail Hanrahan, Oxfordshire Family Support Network 

Gail Hanrahan is a parent advocate who has used her first  hand experience of navigat ing complex systems to 
support other parents in similar situat ions. Her organisat ion 'Oxford Family Support Network' links family 
advocates who use their own experience to help parents going through difficult  meetings and processes. Gail's 
workshop will look at the role of the family advocate, the boundaries between advocacy and support work and 
push people to think about their own advocacy pract ice. This workshop is perfect if you are interested in 
advocat ing with carers and want to learn more about the type of advocacy support families need.   

3.4  Deaf Advocacy, understanding cultural issues & making it  accessible Edward Richards   
Edward will lead a discussion on problems within Deaf Advocacy provision. This will include highlight ing where 
things have started to improve, but tailed off. The workshop will then look at possible solut ions ? including 
developing advocacy services locally to champion the development of local Deaf Advocates.     

3.5 Get t ing People's Bet ter Lives  Sam Sly  Life Planning  
 Sam has had the pleasure of working with people locked up in Hospitals (and their families) to plan how to get out 
and live the lives they want to live and deserve. She has also supported people once they leave in their own 
homes.  In Sam?s workshop she will explain what Life Planning is. She will explore what she has learned and what 
needs to happen to make sure people stuck in Inst itut ions get out and get great lives including the role advocates 
play in achieving this. 

2.45 - 3.15  Comfort  break

1.45 - 2.45  Workshop #3

3.15 - 4.30 Quest ion Time

4.30   Safe journey home!

Join the panel debate and explore current issues impact ing Independent Advocacy.   
Submit quest ions or comment using #AdvocacyConf @KMercerTraining

By at t ending t h is conference we prom ise you w il l : 

 

-Have chance t o hear  f rom  over  20 speakers 

-Have net work ing oppor t unit ies you cannot  get  anywhere else 

-Receive f ree goodies and resources 

-Learn and grow  w it h people w it h l ived & learnt  exper ience 

Warning: You and your team may leave the conference feeling 
energised, unstoppable and ready to change the world

          Sponsored by 

 

https://www.blackbeltadvocacy.com/2019conference


CA LL
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NA TIONA L 
A DVOCA CY 
A WA RDS
Advocacy is one of the best things in the world.  It makes a difference to 
individuals, communities and society by ensuring people are heard and fully 
participate when decisions are being made.

We want to celebrate the difference advocates make to people and shout about 
outstanding support.  These awards recognise excellence within advocacy and 
congratulate exceptional contributions to the advocacy movement.

The Awards dinner will be held from 7.30pm on Oct 30th (the evening before the 
Conference!) at the Hilton Hotel, on site at the Birminham NEC.

6.30pm - Arrival drinks  

7.30pm - 3 course Dinner

9.00pm - Awards Ceremony

10.30pm - Celebrate everyones success 

Tickets £45 + VAT (inc dinner and welcome drink)

Tables of 8, 10 and 12 available

https://www.blackbeltadvocacy.com/blank-1/national-advocacy-award-conference-dinner

https://www.blackbeltadvocacy.com/blank-1/national-advocacy-award-conference-dinner
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